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Michigan Senate Approves Mental Health Code Change 

Allen’s bill allows for greater equity in board memberships 
 
 

LANSING—The Michigan Senate unanimously approved legislation today 

amending the Mental Health Code and increasing the number of people who can serve on 

a community mental health (CMH) services board. 

Sponsored by state Sen. Jason Allen (R-Traverse City), Senate Bill 667 increases 

the number of people who can serve, in circumstances when a board represents five or 

more counties with disproportionate populations. The legislation would ensure that each 

county was entitled to at least two board memberships. Currently, the law does not allow 

for more than 12 board members. 

“With the combining of North Central and Great Lakes Community Mental 

Health agencies into the Northern Lakes Community Mental Health, it became necessary 

to change the board structure to allow for each county, especially those in rural counties, 

to have a more equal representation on the board,” said Allen.                  

The legislation also ensures that at least one-third of the community mental health 

services board are made up of primary consumers or family members and at least half of 

those members are primary consumers. 

“Under current law, the board membership formula created an unintended 

consequence against smaller, more rural counties which a CMH agency covers,” Allen 

said.  “This legislation rectifies that and will only benefit the clients CMH serves.” 

Senate Bill 667 now goes to the House of Representatives for consideration. 
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